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“ FEAR NOT; FOR BEHOLD, I BRING YOU GOOD TIDINGS OF GREAT JOY, WHICH SHALL BF TO ALL PFOPLE.” 
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From the Rochester Magazine. 
EXTRACT FROM A SERMON ON THE 
TRINITY. 

BY JOHN S. THOMPSON. 

(Concluded from page 406.) 

TexT—1 Joun v. 7. 

That Athanasius inverted the doctrine of the per- 
sonality of the Holy Ghost, and was consequently 
the Father of the Trinitarian heresy, has been fully 
attested by Gregory Nazianzen in his twenty-first 
Oration. “ When many, says he, were unsound in 
the faith concerning the Son, many more concern- 
ing the Spirit, and very few sound in both articles ; 
Athanasius was moved to assert of the Spirit, what 
others had done of the Son.” The fact has been 
lemonstrated by professor Whiston in his letters to 
Lord Nottingham, which none can read without ad- 
mitting that the famous Hero of Trinitarianism 
was the founder of the system, whether he com- 
posed the creed that bears his name or not. Even 
at that time the doctrine was not tamely received ; 
for the Latin Churches could not bear the absurd and 
antiscriptural jargon. Hence we find Hierony- 
mus exclaiming, “ What sacriligious mouth can ut- 
ter it, or dare to preach three persons or substances!” 
And Facundus Hermianensis L. 1. p. 8, assures us 
the church would never have distinguished the Fa- 
ther, Son, and Spirit by the name of persons, had 
she not been pressed by the Sabellians. 

During the fourth century, no less than forty-five 
councils were convened, for the sole purpose of 
manufacturing creeds, and transmitting the shackles 
of slavery and superstition to posterity. Out of 
these, thirteeen asserted the doctrine of Christ’s 
Deity ; fifteen determined on behalf of Arius; and 
seventeen concluded in favour of Semi-Atianism, 
that Christ was an Angelic being. What opinion can 
we form from these jarring, and self-contradictory 
assemblies ? Shall we say with St. Augustine, that 
posterior councils corrected the mistakes of the an- 
cient? Or with Cardinal de Cusa, the Church by 
changing her opinions, obliges us to believe that 
God changes his! 

“T have just read, says John Wesley, in one of 
his Journals, Mr. Baxter’s History of the councils; 
it is utterly astonishing, and would be altogether in- 
credible, were not his vouchers beyond all exception. 
What a company of execrable wretches have they 
been! For one cannot give them a better name; 
who, in every age since that of St. Cyprian, have 
taken upon them to govern the Church. How has 
one council been perpetually cursing another, and 
delivering all to Satan, whether predecessors or con- 





terminations: though generally trifling, sometimes 


false, and frequently unintelligible and self-contra- 
dictory! Surely Mahometanism was let loose to re- 
form the Christians, and I know not but Constan- 
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tinople has gained by the change! 
Hilary, in his letter to the Emperor Constantius, 
L. 2, C. 4, acknowledges that “ it was a thing equal 
ly deplorable and dangerous, that there were as ma- 
ny creeds as Opinions among men; as many doc- 
trines as inclinations ; and as many sources of blas- 
phemy as there were faults among them; because 
they made creeds arbitrarily and explained them as 
arbitrarily! The Homo-ousion or consubstantiality 
is rejected and received, and then explained away 
by successive Synods. The partial or total resem- 
blance of the Father and Son, is a subject of dispute 
for these unhappy times! Every year, nay, every 
moon we make new creeds to describe invisible mys- 
teries ! We repent of what we have done: we anathe- 
matize those whom we defend ! We condemn either 
the doctrine of others in ourselves, or our own in 
that of others. We tear each other to pieces, and 
cause each other’s ruin!” Locke’s Common Place 
Book. 

The learned Turretine, de variis Chr. Relig. fa- 
tis, observes that “ the Emperor Constantine, being 
led to the faith, the pomp of empire ruined the 
church: for though the heathen were converted to 
Christ, his religion was degraded to heathenism !” 
“ Let me be bold to assert, savs Edwards, in his Pa- 
trologia, p. 135, that we should have understood the 
Scriptures much better, if we had not had the wri- 
tings of the Fathers : for they obscured and depraved 
them by their different and contradictory com- 
ments.” Jeffery on Phil. i. 10, remarks, that “as 
learning came into the Church, systems of Chris- 
tianity were multiplied, and every point of doctrine 
disputed, opposed, and dete nded, till few were able 
to distinguish what was human from what was di- 
vine; and still fewer dared to acknowledge their 
own opinion. At length the people found it so dif- 
ficult to understand what the learned had made un 
intelligible to themselves, that despairing of know- 
ledge they acquiesced in ignorance !” 

Bishop Sherlock concludes his Sermon on Jude 
iii. in the following manner: “ From these argu- 
ments it is evident, that the apostles, who were wit- 
nesses and teachers of the faith, had no authority to 
add to the doctrine of Christ, or declare any new ar- 
ticle of belief. Now if the apostles commissioned 
directly by Christ, and supported by the miraculous 
gifts of the spirit, had not this power, can any of their 
successors pretend to it without great impiety ? 





temporaries, who did not implicitly receive their de- 
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was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself.” 
8.) We believe Jesus Christ to be pre- 
eminently distinguished, and to have a name which 
is “ above every name.” (Phil. ii. 9.) We believe it 
to be our duty, and we bow to the authority of the 


(2 Cor. v. 


Scriptures, according to the understanding which 
God is pleased to give us. We readily acknow- 
ledge, that we do not now understand the declara- 
tion “ T and the Father are one,” as we once did. 
But we believe in no God but the God who “ was 
in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself. The 
God who was in Christ, we understand to be the 
Father of Jesus Christ, and Christ to be his Son. 
Whenever we have taught a different doctrine from 
this, we have taught it in sincerity. We teach what 
we believe to be truth, and offer to others the doc- 


trine we cherish ourselves. If our readers discover 


new views, let them receive nothing of us, but of 


God ; testing every thing that is offered them by 
God’s revelation, and looking unto him as the only 
perfect Teacher. 

The editor of this paper feels himself dependent 
upon God alone. Whatever may be his views, 
honestly entertained, and patiently investigated, he 
will risk the publishing of them; for he has no pri- 
vate end to obtain ; and no considerations of a pecu- 
niary kind, to make him turn to the right hand o1 
to the left. It is all the same to him, whether 
praised or blamed, so far as his motives are in ques- 
tion. He has no party to serve, and nothing to 


expect as an equivalent for the faithful discharge of 


his duty. 
—>—- 


FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 

EPISCOPALIAN VIEWS OF THE TRINITY. 

Ast. The most rational view of the Trinity, is that 
held by Dr. Wallis, which in its day met with the 
dicided approbation of the university of Oxford; 
namely: That it is a silly mistake that a divine 
person is as much, as to say a Djyinity or God, 
when indeed it is only a mode or relation of God to 
his creatures. That the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit, are no more three distinct intelligent 
persons, than the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, 
and the God of Jacob, are three Gods. 

2d. Dr. Sherlock and his partisans assert, that the 
three persons of the trinity are as much three dis- 
tinct infinite minds, as Peter, James, and John, are 
three men. 

3d. The Athanasian party believe, that the Fa- 
ther is Almighty, the Son Almighty, and the Holy 
Ghost Almighty, and yet there are not three Al- 
mightys, but one Almighty. 

4. Dr. Burnet, and his followers maintain, that 
the Son and the Holy Ghost are created beings, 
and are gods, only by the indwelling of the Fath- 
er’s Godhead. 

oth. Bishop Horsely, and his admirers contend, 
that the Father produced the Son by contemplating 
his own perfections; that the existence of the Son 
flows necessarily from the divine intellect exerted 
on itself. 

6th. Bishop Gastrell and Dr. Moysey’s system, is, 
that the Father includes the whole idea of God, and 
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something more; that the Son includes the whole 
idea of God, and something more, and that the 
Holy Ghost includes the whole idea of God, and 
something more; while altogether, they make up 
one complete God, and nothing more! 

7th. Bishop Burgess and his adherents, are direct- 
The Bishop says, that 
the Father is a person, but not a being ; the Son is 
a person, but not a betng; and the Holy Ghost is a 
person, but not a being; and that these three per- 
sonal non-entities make one perfect being ! 

8th. Mr. Heber, in his Bampton Lectures, main- 
tains the extraordinary position, that the Father js 
the first person in the Trinity, the archangel Mi. 
chael the second, and the angel Gabriel the third. 
In Lecture No. 4, he assures us, that the Mahone- 
tan Doctors all understand the angel Gabriel to 
mean the Holy Ghost. Their authority, no doubt, 
is very great! Burns, the Scottish poet, hath well 
said—* Of all nonsense, religious nonsense is the 


ly opposed to Dr. Moysey. 


most nonsensical.” 

Leaving Right Reverend Bishops, and Reverend 
Doctors, let us hear what the Scriptures say on this 
Our Lord addressing his Father and our 
Father, his God and our God, declares, John xvii. 
3. This is life eternal, that they may know thee, 
the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast 


subject. 


sent.” Christ, speaking of the day of judgment, 
uses these remarkable words; Mark xiii. 32. “ But 
of that day and hour knoweth no man, no, not the 
angels which are in heaven, neither the Son, but 
the Father.” He also says, “ Of my own self I can 
do nothing. My Father is greater than I,” &c. St. 

Paul likewise bears testimony to the doctrine of the 

unity and supremacy of God the Father. 1 Cor. 

viii. 6. “To us there is but one God the Father.” 

Ephes. iv. 4-6. “ There is one body, and one spirit, 

even as ye ate called in one hope of your calling; 

one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Fa- 
ther of all, who is above all, and through all, and in 
you all.” These passages require no comment. 

They declare the truth, that the one God, who is 

above all, is the Father; in these very words. He, 

therefore, who derides or denies this doctrine, de- 

rides or denies the Scriptures of truth. J.L. 

ee 
RELIGIOUS FREEDOM. 

Extract from a Speech delivered at an aggregate 
meeting of the Roman Catholics of Cork, by 
Cuarces Puipuipes, the celebrated Irish Orator. 
“ This hostility of her sects has been the disgrace, 

the peculiar disgrace of Christianity. The Gentoo 

loves his cast, so does the Mahometan, so does the 

Hindoo, whom England, out of the abundance of 

her charity is about to teach her creed; I hope she 

may not teach her practice. But Christianity, Chris- 
tianity alone exhibits her thousand sects, each de- 
nouncing his neighbour here, in the name of God, 
and damning hereafter out of pure devotion '— 

“ You’re a heretic,” says the Catholic; “ You're a 

Papist,” says the Protestant ; “I appeal to Saint 

Peter,” exclaims the Catholic; “I appeal to Saint 

Athanasius,” cries the Protestant; “and if it goes 





to damning, he’s as good as any saint in the calen 
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dar.” “You'll be damned eternally,” moans out 
the Methodist; “I’m the elect!” 


‘ 


Thus it is, you 
«ee. each has his anathema, his accusation and his 
retort, and in the end Religion is the vicum! The 
victory of each is the overthrow of all; and infidel- 
itv, laughing at the contest, writes the refutation of 
their creed in the blood of their combatants! I 
wonder if this reflection has ever struck any of those 
reverend dignitaries who rear their mitres against 
Catholic emancipation. Has it ever glanced across 
their Christian zeal, if the story of our country 
should have casually reached the valleys of Hin- 
doston, with what an argument they are furnishing the 


In 


‘hristian ecclesiastic answer 


heathen world against their sacred missionary ? 
what terms could the 
the Eastern Bramin, when he replied to his exhor- 
tation in language such asthis? “ Father, we have 
heard your doctrine: it is splendid in theory, spe- 
cious in promise, sublime in prospect ; like the world 
co which it leads, it is rich in the miracles of light. 
But, Father, we have heard that there are times 
when its rays vanish and leave your sphere in dark- 
ness, or when your only lustre arises from the me- 
teors of fire, and moons of blood: we have heard of 
the verdant island which the spirit of God has raised 
in the bosom of the 
beauty, that the very wave she has usurped, wor- 
ships the loveliness of her intrusion. The sovereign 


waters with such a bloom of 


of our forests is not more generous in his anger than 
her sons; the snow-flake, ere it falls on the moun- 
tain, is not more pure than her daughters; little in- 
land seas reflect the splendours of her landscape, and 
her valleys smile at the story of the serpent! Fa- 
ther, itis true that this isle of the sun, this people 
ef the morning, find the fury of the ocean in your 
creed, and more than the venom of the viper in 
your policy. It is true, that for six hundred years, 
her peasant has not tasted peace, nor her piety rest- 
ed from persecution. Oh! Brama, defend us from 
the God of the Christian! Father, father, return 
to your brethren, retrace the waters; we may live 
in ignorance, but we live in love, and we will not 
taste the tree that gives us evil when it gives us wis- 
dom. The heart is our guide, nature is our gospel ; 
in the imitation of our fathers we found our hope, 
and, if we err, on the virtue of our motives we rely 
for redemption.” How would the missionaries of 
the mitre answer him? How will they aiswer that 
insulted Being of whose creed their conduct carries 
the refutation? Butto what end dol argue with 
the Bigot? A wretch, whom no philosophy can hu- 
manize, nor charity soften, nor religion reclaim ; no 
miracle convert; a monster, who, red with the fires 
of hell, and bending under the crimes of earth, 
erects his murderous divinity upon a throne of 
sculls, and would gladly feed, even with a brother’s 
blood, the cannibal appetite of his rejected altar! 
His very interests cannot soften him into humanity. 
Surely, if it could, no man would be found mad 
enough to advocate a system which cankers the 
very heart of society, and undermines the natural 
resources of government; which takes away the 
strongest excitement to industry, by closing up 
every avenue to laudable ambition ; which admin- 





isters to the vanity or vice of a party, when it 
should only study the advantage of a people ; and 
holds out the perquisites of state as an impious 
bounty on the persecution of religion.” 
i 
From the (Portland) Christian Intelligencer. 
EXTRACTS AND REMARKS. 

Mr. Editor—My neighbours of the Hopkinsian 
persuasion, are very much alarmed on my account, 
and take all methods to show me, except those 
which would be likely to convince a rational person, 
that my doctrine is calculated to encourage sin, 
and flatter immortal souls into the belief that they 
will be saved without holiness. Among other wea- 
pons wielded by religious combatants, I was pre- 
sented with a little volume of Essays on Christian 
Doctrines, written several years since, by the now 
Dr. GarpDINER SprinG, of the city of New-York. 
But who can imagine my surprise on meeting with 
the following description of a Christian Character, 
under the head of “ Practical Obedience!” 

“The Scriptures uniformly represent a life of 
practical godliness a decisive test of Christian cha- 
racter. A holy life isthe grand mark of distinction 
between the children of God and the children of the 
devil. Let no man deceive you, he that hath righ- 
teousness is righteous; he that committeth sin is 
of the devil.” 

“There is an inseperable connexion between a 
holy heart and a holy life.” 

“ Moses sinned: Samuel sinned; Paul sinned ; 
Peter sinned ; and yet they were all fervently pious 
The melancholy fact is, the best of men do sin 
greatly. They are some times the subjects of the 
most awful defection.” 

“Tt is needless to conceal the truth, that the sins 
of good men are of an aggravated character. It is in 
They often 
They often 
commit it in defiance to the sobe: dictates of reason, 
and in defiance to the most powerful conviction of 
their consciences.” 


vain to say they do not sin knowingly. 


sin with calmness. and deliberation. 


“It is in vain to say, they do not sin voluntarily. 
No man was ever constrained to sin. Sin cannot 
be forced upon men contrary to their own inclina- 
tion. ‘The children of God therefore do sin.” 

“ There is no principle within the whole compass 
of morals, that admits of more strict demonstration 
than this, that there can be but two moral charac- 
ters that are essentially different. It is absurd to 
say, he is neither a saint nor sinner; neither peni- 
One side or the other will 


claim every intelligent being, in heaven, on earth, 


tent nor mt enitent. 


or in hell.” 
Indeed, said I, after selecting the above plain ac- 
knowledgments and are such the men 


Are they 


statements, 
that are forming characters for eternity ? 
alarmed lest sinners sheuld expect to be saved? Do 
they talk of licentious doctine? Do but look at the 
above extracts; and see to what characters Hopkinsi- 
anism promises heaven. It is to the best of men; 
to those that sin greatly, often, most aggravatingly, 
most awfully, knowingly, calmly, deliberately, in 
defiance of reason, and against the convictions of 
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conscience. “He that committeth sin is of the 
devil; and therefore, those whom the Doctor calls 
the best of men, are often children of the devil— 
great children of the devil—voluntarily his child- 
ren, &c. and to all such righteous sinners, ortho- 
doxy promises life. Now can it be possible that my 
neighbours love my soul so well, as to want to make 
me such a christian ? Would they have me so “ fer- 
vently pious,” as often to become a great, aggrava- 
ting, voluntary child of the devil ? 

We do very well know, Mr. Editor, that Doctor 
Spring’s description of “ Practical Obedience,” as 
ibove stated, agrees well with the lives of many 
who profess the orthodox religion, and that it is 
worse than vain, to attempt to make people of com- 
mon discernment believe, that they do not sin as 
often, and as deliberately, as people in general whe 
profess no religion. But Ido hope my religious 
opposers will not so underrate my understanding, as 
to suppose I shall be caught in a fly-trap of orthodox 
essays, in which the known character of those fer- 
vently pious men, is given, who sin in the manne: 
described. If these children of the devil are safe, 
let us hear no more of dangerous doctrine! 

OBSERVATOR. 

-Vote. Dr. Spring’s book savours of the beautiful 
consistency of Dr. Cumming’s Vade-Mecum. Dr. 
S. however, has established the price of heaven at 
“one holy desire,” in his sermon on Election. “If 
they have one holy desire,” says the Doctor, of the 
non-elect, “they will be saved.” From what? Not 
from sin, surely; for excepting one holy desire, all 
their aflections will he under the dominion and in- 
fluence of sin. They will be saved from holiness. 

ED. GOS. HER. 
etic 
FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 
Trenton, April 29, 1824. 

Br. Fitz—A. B. feels obliged to Mr. F. for his re- 
ply toa few questions proposed by him ; but regrets 
that Mr. F. sees but on one side of the question, par- 
ticularly in that important one, the Divinity of Je- 
sus Christ. 

To A. B.'s first question, whether Jesus Christ was 
God or man, or both ? Mr. F. replies—“ He was the 
Son of God, aman approved of God.” — John, in his 
general Epistle iii. 1. says, “ Behold what manner 
of love the Father las bestowed upon us, that 
we should be called the sons of God,” &ec. It ap- 
pears that John addressed all believers in the char- 
acter you have given Chvist—Son, or Sons of God. 
Moses, St. Paul, Matthew, &c. were sons of God ; 
and men approved of God; but did any of the 
above men approved of God, make the following 
or similar declaration, John v. 58. Jesus said unto 
them, “ Verily, verily I say unto you, Before Abra- 
ham was tem 2” Rev. xx. 13. “Tam Alpha and 
Omega, the first and the last.” Paul tells the Co- 
lossians, That all things were made by him and for 
him ; also He is before all things, and by him all 
things consist—We think not. 

To the second, Mr. F. says, “ We answer in the 
affirmative, asserting as our opinion, that to say no- 
thing of Idolatry, it is ignorance to worship Jesus 
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cease 
Christ as any being but the Son of God.” My. F, 
will not deny, peth ips, that Jesus Christ was wor: 
shipped while in the body pre pared for him, by men 
sud women, and that in no case did he forbid the m, 
ind when that body had Jeft our earth, by the ayar. 
tyr Stephen, saying, Lord Jesus, receive my soul, 
Mr. F. interrogates, * Was Paul mistaken * Should 
he have said the mediator is God :” and then exuit- 
ingly asks—“ Is not God one? Is not the mediator 
one? How many are twice one?” Will Myr. F's 
declaration be taken in evidence? We hope so— 
here it is—“ J and the Father are One, noi Two.” 
See, G. H. vol. i. p- 156. We are of opinion the 
rule for calculating numbers has not altered since 
Mr. F. made the above declaration; if it has, M; 
f. should have apprised his readers. To the third 
question, Mr. F. says, “ If there is but ove God, as 
the Scriptures assert, A. B. cannot worship any God 
but Christ, for the plain reason that there is no other 
to worship.” Mr. F.’s opinion shall be consulted 
igain—page 62. vol. i. “ We consider the Scrip- 
tures to be explicit in their declaration, relative to 
the one only true God, rending the heavens and 
coming down, assuming our flesh, and nature, and 
redeeming us by his blood, and cleansing us from all 
sin.” Again, p. 71. “There is one fact speaks 
volumes in the favour of the divinity of Christ, and 
which is of itself a complete refutation of the Uni 
tarian heresy which is attempted to be promulgated 
and proved in this city, it destroys in a moment all 
the quibbling of these system makers, and leave 
them unsupported by every thing but their own 
vanity—namely, Tand my Father are ove. It is wi 
think conclusive that Christ told the Jews he was 
greater than Solomon and before Abraham, and as 
sumed the title and appellation, which belongs t 
God alone, and told the Jews if ye believe not that 
I am, ye shall die in your sins.” “ For without 
contioversy great is the mystery of godliness—God 
manifest in the flesh,” &c.* Colossians ii. 9. For 
in him dwelleth the fulness of the Godhead bodily 
Mr. F. again questions—“ Will you pretend that 
the least among Christ’s brethren is Christ 7” —We 
mswer in the affirmative, if Christ has no more 
power than a mere man, as some very wise men 
teach. Mr. F. says, suppose a case, “ When the 
King of France sent his son into Spain, the Duke 
D’Angouleme, and gave orders that all should hi 
our the son, the Duke, even as they honoured ue 
father, the King, was it necessary in complying | il 
this requisition, to assert, that the Duke and hing 
were One 2”—I will admit the Duke and *ivg to 
be equal in power and honour, and then ask Mr. F. 
if he supposes he would show his devotion to the 
King and Duke, by proclaiming atwall times and 
places that they were two unequal persons, or that 
the King possessed all power, and the son no more 
than any common person? If the kingdom would 
the Duke’s august father take Mr. F. for a loyal 
subject? We think not—and that Mr. F. so far 
from pleasing either, might suffer in the flesh—for 


his temerity. 





* E. P. A.’s dear little creature to the contrary notw Uh 





standing, What next? 








I 


GOSPEL 


s as a —_— ——— — 


The King and 


‘1 > 
with all I iests 


Duke we will leave, together 


{ Dictators. One more extract 


fom the Gospel lterald, vol. i. p. 156.—Mr. F.’s re- 
y Sharman—The conciusion of E. S.’s com- 
munication will not stand the test, name ly, I shall 
itinue to regard them as two separate, and une 
ial beings, and copy after one, in adoring the 


oh r, as mv o ny God, and as the best and most 
tual aneans [ am acquainted with to perfect my 
holiness, and consummate my felicity in time and 
to all eternity, Amen.—We think E. S. would make 

, excellent Jew, but will not altogether do fora 


(Christian.—Now we have one question to ask, E. 


i 
S. contends that Christ is imperfect, and unequal, 
&e. And he with a view to perfect his holiness, is 


determined to copy after this imperfect and unequal 

being. How long will it take E.S. to perfect his 

holiness, according to his premises ?—Now A. B 

has one question to ask—If E. S. holds the above 

sentiment, and is a Jew, to what sect must we place 

Mr. F. ? Yours, A. B. 
REMARKS. 

The above is a reply to our answer to A. B.’s 
questions, in No, 50, p. 395. Passing by the first 
paragraph, in reply to the second, we have only to 
say, that our answer to the question was given in the 
words of inspired writers. They declared of Christ 
that he was “the Son of God,” and “a man ap- 
proved of God.” It is readily admitted that Moses, 
Pau', and Matthew, never made the declaration of 
themselves, that Christ made of himself. 

We would reiterate our answei to A. B.’s second 
question, referre d to in his third paragraph, and re- 
quest him to remember, that the Martyr Stephen 
said, he saw “the heavens opencd, and the Son of 
Man standing on the right hand of God.” Ste- 
phen did not see, nor say, that the Son of Man was 
God. But, seeing Jesus, he cried, * Lord Jesus, 
receive my spirit.” (Acts vii. 56-59.) 

Relative to the Mediator, he is spoken of as dis- 
tinct from God. Paul says, “ One Gop, and one 
Mediator,” &c. We now ask, “ How many are 
twice one ?” A. B. quotes from the G. H. vol. i. p. 
156, “I and the Father are one; not two.” He 
says, “ the rule for calculating numbers has not al- 
tered since Mr. F. made the above declaration,” &e. 
This is admitted. But our understanding of the 
passage has altered, and we have informed, and now 
inform our readers of it. Instead of understanding 
Christ to mean that he and his Father are one be- 
ing or person, and that there was no God but him- 
self, the declared Son of God, and the sent of God, 
we now understand Christ to signify that he and his 
Father were agreed, were of one mind, and had one 
purpose. We are constrained to this view by an 
attentive examination of the following passage- 
John xvii. 20, 21. “ Neither pray I for these alone, 
but for them also which shall believe on me 
through their word; that they all may be one, 
as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee; that 
they also may be one in us: that the world may be- 
lieve that thou hast sent me.” The use of the word 


one, in this passage, unequivocally defines it to sig- 
nify agreement ; that those spoken of, should be of 
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one mind, &c. as Christ and his Father were of one 
mind.” Will A. B. adniit the inference drawn from 
the declaration, and allow that all believers, the 
Father, and the Son, are one being or person ? 
Surely Christ is clear and explicit, when be prays 
that believers may “ be one in us; that is, to use his 
own explanation; “that they all may be one; as 
thou Father, in me, and Tin thee.” Christ has taught 
us, in the above quotation, in what sense he and the 
I ither are one. 

Of A. B.’s quotation from G. H. vol. i. p. 62, we 
say, we understand that God’s Spirit, figuratively 
spoken of as blood, redeems man, &c. Also, “ that 
God was in Chiist, reconciling the world unto him 
self.’ We have seen how the Father is in the Son; 
the same as believers are in the Father and Son 
Thus, God may be considered as rending the hea 
vens, as coming in his Son, and by his Spirit, op- 
erating in the great work of man’s redemption. 

Or A. B.’s quotation from G. H. vol. i. p. 71, we 
remark, that we are, in the strict sense of the term 
UNITARIAN in our faith. Volt Socinian! Not ot 
the faith of those who call themselves Unitarians, 
who consider Jesus Christ to be a mere man in all 
senses, as much so as any of Adam’s posterity ; and 
profess to believe in the future great, and dreadful 
punishment of sinners, or, perhaps, of their endless 
misery, or annihilation of their being. We are not 
equis alin our confession. The editot of this pa 
per believes God, when he says, “ I the Lord [Je- 
l 


lwvai und no god heside me. I God ind none 


else.” Isa. xlv. Therefore, we believe in one God, 
and only one. God ches Unit-arianism, and 
men teach T'rinit-arianism. We believe Christ, 
when he says, “ J am.” That is, I, self, and am 
existing. Because Christ declared, “ For as the 
Father hath life in himself, so hath he given to the 
Son to have life in himself.” The Jews did not be- 
lieve this. No mere man bas “life in himself,” as God 
has life in himself. A. B.’s quotation from 1 Tim. 
iii. 16, “ God manifest in the flesh,” &c. is a dispu- 
ted passage, som Greek copies not reading God. 
It is declared, Heb. i. that “God hath in these last 
days spoken to us by his Son,” eLc. We, however, 


see no difficulty in admitting t! 


ie reading of 1 Tim. 
iii. 16, for God was manifest or known in the flesh, 
by his Son, who was inthe flesh. <A. B.’s note, re- 
ferring to E. P. A.’s communication in No. 50, p. 

a 


396, appears to be superfuous. Paul speaks ot be- 


liever’s being “ filled with all the fulness of Gi 
Ephes. ii. 19, 


\ . - ’ . 2. ' 
his Son, or caweit in him 


, 9 


ind who will deny that God filled 


A. B.’s answer to our interrogation in his fou-‘h 
paragraph, ts merely an evasion of the question. 
His remarks on the simile we introduced to illus- 
trate the honouring of Christ as the Son, the sent of 
God, do not appear to us to possess sufficient can- 
dour to entitle them to particular attention ; or ar- 
gument, to require a detailed reply. We are of 
opinion, that no man can honour the Son, unless 
they come unto him, and know hinr; and that no 
man can came, unless the Father, who sent the 
Son, draw him. 

A. B.’s last paragraph contains a quotation from 
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G. H. vol. i.p. 156. We considered E. Sharman to 
speak of the Son of God as of a man, using the term 
unequal in an equivocal sense, so as to imply inaper- 
fection in Christ, whom we regard as perfect. 

A. B.’s closing interrogation is easily answered. 
Namely —“ If E. S. holds the above sentiments, and 
is a Jew, to what sect must we place Mr. F.?” Ans. 
With those who have honesty to avow their senti- 
ments, and courage to advocate them. 

~_ 

PATHETIC DESCRIPTION OF SACRIFICES. 

“See yonder Druid, with fierceness glaring in his 
eyes, and the consecrated branch in his hand, pol- 


luting thy soil, O Britain! with the ashes of hun- 
dreds of victims consumed in an enormous image ! 
But soft—we promised to produce examples only 
from polished nations, and from empires at the Ze- 
nith of their glory. And we shall not have read far 
in the pages which record the brightest splendours 
of antiquity, before we find the “ pitiful woman,” 
offering her first born for her “ transgressions, the 
fruit of the body for the sin of the soul ;” the mo- 
ther “ forgetting her suckling child,” and “ ceasing 
to have compassion upon the son of her womb.” 
My heart fails me, and the blood curdles in my veins 
with horroar, when I recollect that it was a custom 
common among the Carthaginians to sacrifice chil- 
The of that 


brass, and formed with extended arms; but so con- 


dren to Saturn. statue 


structed, as to suffer whatever was placed upon 
them, to fall into a fierce fire ; flaming in a furnace 
at the foot of the image. The trembling parent 
ypproached with a countenance of ease which ill 
concealed the anguish of the heart, and presented 
his child. 


a parched lip, a last kiss upon the blooming cheek 


The distracted mother imprinted, with 
of her smiling infant. The ferocious priest, clothed 
in scarlet, received the unconscious babe from the 
maternal embrace ; 
At that in- 


stant the drums were beat, and the air rang with ac- 


the infernal image, it fell into the fire. 


clamations from the surrounding multitude, to cover 
the agony of the bereaved parents,.and to drown 
the shrieks of the consuming victim! On one oc- 
casion,* two hundred children of the first families 
in Carthage were thus immolated! and on their 
annual sacrifices, those who had no children were 
accustomed to purchase those of the poor for this 
horrible purpose.” Collyer. 
= 
SYNOD OF KENTUCKY. 

The Synod, “in a narrative of the state of religion 
w.'uin the bounds ef the synod of Kentucky,” say 

“The Synod have to lament that in some places 
infidelity prevails. This is ; 
Lexington, Frankfort, and Lancaster. 


yarticularly the case in 
It is worthy 
of remark, that in those places where Universalism, 
and other false views of Christianity are attempted to 
be taught, there open infidelity soon rears its head. 
The same remark is applicable to intemperance 
profane swearing, and indeed vice of every kind. 
Error and crime go together.” 


* When Agathocles was about to besiege Carthage 


idol was of 


and placing it on the arms of 


ae 


We are of opinion that the persons who promul 


gated the above, if they were not idiots, knew, at 
the time, that they were asserting rank falsehood. 
We readily appeal to all the honest men of common 
sense in the Presbyterian and Dutch Reformed 
churches in this city, for evidence that the * Synod 
of Kentucky” have publicly asserted an untruth, As 
Paul said, “ These things were not done in a cor 
ner.” The time was, when Universalists were so 
few in number, and so little known by the profess. 
ing Christian world, that slander would pass very 
current. But now, the case is altered. We can - 
fer them to members of their own church, who be- 
lieve in the salvation of all men, for evidence, that 
Universalism is not productive of “ intemperance 
profane swearing, and vice of every kind.” 

The Synod also declare, that “they have like- 


wise to lament the prevalency of lukewarmness in 
many of their churches, accompanied with a sinful 
conformity to the world.” If the Synod is a fair sam- 
ple of the Churches, this appears reasonable; for 
the world is most shamefully given to slander and 
detraction. 
—@— 
MODERN RELIGIOUS REVIVALS. 

An orthodox preacher named William Bently, 

giving an account of religious revivals which he had 


in raising 


=3 


been instrumental says, he “ inquired of 
a Mrs. R——, if she professed religion, or possessed 
it? She answered in the negative.” A few days 
afterward he saw this lady, and says, he “ found the 
Lerd had blessed the word to the lady before men- 
tioned, and that she was in great distress for her 
soul.” The Scriptures inform us, that “ the bless 
ing of the Lord maketh rich.” This is surely a 
strange blessing which confers “ great distress” on 
all who receive it. We hope the day is not far dis- 
tant when these theological busybodies will be left 
far to seek 


honest calling, and not be encouraged to disturb the 


=) 


to shift for themselves; so as some 


peace of society with their false representations 
of De ity. 
———— 
INTERESTING TO ALL CONCERNED. 

This Number concludes the Fourth Volume of 
the Gospel Herald. Those indebted are once more 
requested to forward the sums due, without delay. 
{=> All disposed to patronize the Fifth Volume, 
are referred to the Prospectus, No. 49, p. 392, for 
the Conditions ; a compliance with which is indis- 
pensable, as there set forth, to the continuance of 
the work. Namely—Paying ONE DOLLAR IN 
ADVANCE! Any person who will pay one dollar 
in advance, shall be considered a Subscriber. The 
First Number of the Fifth Volume will be issued 
on Saturday, May 22d. All letters and communi- 
cations for this Paper, must be post paid. Residence 
of the Editor, No. 255 Grand-street. Office, No. 67 
Chrystie-street. 

—{f>— 

[7 Subseribers can have their Volumes bound in leather 
backs and corners, and handsomely lettered, at three siul- 
lings per vol. by sending them to James Aymar, 27 Chrys- 
tie-street. Subscribers will please write their names on theit 


} 
vo. 


imes. 
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